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$30 million annual budget

250+ employees

110,000 donors/members

1.2 million in communication stream



For more than 100 years, 

Cornell Lab known for 

scientific excellence, outreach and 

conservation



Many  types of monitoring, two described today:

eBird – Any bird, anywhere in the world, year-round

Project FeederWatch – feeder birds, Nov. – April 

US and Canada

Conservation



North American Bird Conservation Initiative. 2016. The State of North America’s Birds 2016. Environment 

and Climate Change Canada: Ottawa, Ontario. 8 pages. www.stateofthebirds.org



• 2.9 million eBird users last year

• 562.2 million observations

• 40.3 million checklists

• 10,407 species (98% of bird species)

• 39.9 million hours in the field
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Explore Birding Hotspots





Data quality



Data Quality Is Very Important

• Automated data quality filters

• Reviewer Network—1500 volunteers

Dogbird Catbird



eBird Mobile





View lists



Tracking sightings



My eBird



eBird Profiles



Find more birds



Explore Species



Explore Species



Explore Species



Map Species



Map Species



Explore media worldwide



...or for here!



Rating photos & sounds



Illustrated Checklists



Targets



Top 100



Merlin



™

Merlin



Merlin Bird ID

Masked Trogon, Darren Clark/Macaulay Library



Merlin Photo ID



Impact



eBird helps conservation



Lazuli Bunting

Photo ©Bob Gunderson/Macaulay Library













Is feeding harmful 

or helpful?

Dr. Emma Grieg

FeederWatch Project Leader

Photo by Janet Lewis, Project FeederWatch



Photo by Gary Mueller, Project FeederWatch



Photo by Chuck Gibson, Project FeederWatch



Photo by William Boyd, Project FeederWatch



Cooper’s hawks increasing at feeders

Photo by Karen Burke, Project FeederWatch
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Photo by Maggie Macdonald, Project FeederWatch



If feeding is harmful, then species that 

use feeders most should be doing worse

Photo by Bob Vuxinic, Project FeederWatch



• Used data from Project FeederWatch to assess feeder use by species

• Continuous and quantitative metric of feeder use (50,000 sites)

• Used Christmas Bird Count data to assess population trends by species

• Control for range size, urban affiliation, migration strategy, diet (50 years)

• Selected 136 species that visited feeders regularly enough to be comparable 

• Doves, hummingbirds, woodpeckers, perching birds



As likelihood of visiting feeders increases, population trend increases
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As likelihood of visiting feeders increases, population trend increases
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As likelihood of visiting feeders increases, population trend increases
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There are lots 

of species in 

this quadrat



As likelihood of visiting feeders increases, population trend increases
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And relatively 

few in this one



Take home:

Most species that use feeders a lot are 

doing well – better than species that use 

them infrequently.

They certainly aren’t doing worse.

Photo by Mary le Patourel, Project FeederWatch
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The species in 

decline are not 

sharing habitats 

with most 

feeder birds
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Photo by Christine Gitz, Project FeederWatch



Photo by Nell Jordan, Project FeederWatch



“Feeding the birds is the best present you could give them”

-
Lori Ballard, Denver, NY



WWF: In the last 40 years, we 

have lost 60% of life on Earth

“The declines in wildlife populations are shocking and 
send a strong signal that we must do more to conserve 
biodiversity…the trends are alarming in terms of what 
they mean for human populations. We are degrading 

the very same systems that provide humans with food, 
water, clean air and other services….”

Amanda Rodewald

Gavin Professor of Ornithology and 

Senior Director Conservation Science





Questions!

Mary Guthrie
msg21@cornell.edu
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